Nursing students' response to a case study in ethics.
This paper describes the responses of undergraduate nursing students to an ethical clinical case study. Students in a baccalaureate program were given a case study before a lecture on ethical principles and the same case study after this lecture. These responses raise questions about the content of nursing ethics classes in Japan. The place of individual patient rights and the role of the family in a situation of non-disclosure about diagnosis and prognosis were major issues for the students. The responses reveal the problem of the 'nurse-in-the-middle' between the patient and others whose values differ. Students' post-lecture responses emphasized communication among the people involved.